AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 
NEWINGTON, Conn. 
DX OPERATING CODE 


(For Foreign Amateurs) 


To all foreign amateur stations: 


In their eagerness to work you, many W and VE 
amateurs resort to practices which cause confusion - q 
QRM. Most of this is good-intentioned but ill-advi 
some of it is intentional and selfish. The key to the 
cessation of unethical DX operating practices is in 
your hands. We believe that your adoption of certain 
operating habits will increase your enjoyment of amateur 

- radio and that of amateurs on this side who are eager to 
| work you. We recommend your adoption of the following 
principles: 


1. Do not answer calls on your own frequency. 


2. Answer calls from W/VE stations only when their 
signals are of good quality. 


3. Refuse to answer calls from other stations when you 
are already in contact with someone, and do not ac- 
knowledge calls from amateurs who indicate they wish 
to be “‘next.” 


4. Give everybody a break. When many W/VE amateurs 
are patiently and quietly waiting to work you, avoid 
complying with requests to “‘listen for a friend.” 


5. Tell listeners where to call you by indicating how many 
kilocycles up (U) or down (D) from your frequency 
you are listening. Examples: c.w.—“‘CQ DX CQ DX 
CQ DX 15U DE AC4YN AC4YN AC4YN 15U K”’; 
*phone—“‘Answer 15 kilocycles up from my frequency.” 


6. Use the ARRL-recommended ending signals, especially 
KN, to indicate to impatient listeners the status of the 
QSO (see the ARRL Handbook or write for a free copy 
of Operating Aid No. 2). 

7. Let it be known that you avoid working amateurs who 
are constant violators of the above principles. 
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Some amateur DXers have caused considerable con- 
fusion and QRM in their efforts to work DX stations. 
Pe the opposite side of this card we list some recommenda- 
_ \_4ds to foreign amateurs. The points below, if observed 
id orgs /VE amateurs, will help make DX more enjoyable 

or al ‘ 


= t, Call DX only after he calls CQ, QRZ? or signs SK, or 
fs. "phone equivalents thereof. Make your calls short. 


2. Do not call a DX station: 
a. On the frequency of the station he is calling until you are sure 
the QSO is over (SK). 

b. Because you hear someone else calling him 

c. When he signs KN, AR or CL. 
[ d. Exactly on his frequency. 
E e. After he calls a directional CQ, unless of course you are in the 
right direction or area. 


3. Keep within frequency band limits. Some DX stations 
can get away with working outside, but you cannot. 


4. Observe calling instructions given by DX stations. 
“Example: ‘15U”’ means ‘‘call 15 ke. up from my 
frequency.” “15D” means down, etc.) 


prrrncreatnemesiee, 


5. Give honest reports. Many foreign stations depend on 
W/VE reports for adjustment of station and equipment. 


| 6. Keep your signal clean. Key clicks, ripple, feedback or 
splatter give you a bad reputation and may get you a 
citation from FCC. 


[ 7. Listen and call the station you want. Calling CQ DX is 
' not the best assurance that the rare DX will reply. 


8. When there are several W or VE stations waiting, 
- avoid asking DX to “‘listen for a friend.”? Also avoid 
engaging him in a rag chew against his wishes. 
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